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Historical ..L!\ ddress 
of the 
TOWN of JACKSON 
Historical Address 
of the 
TOWN of JACKSON 
GIVEN BY 
Everett E. Morton 
AT THE ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
JACKSON AS A PLANTATION AND Oli' 
THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 
ON OCTOBER 5-6, 1912 
MAIL PUBLISHING CO. , PRINTERS, 
WATER VII. I.E 1 MAIN :It 
ADDRESS 
Mr. Chairman and Friends: l regret very much tha t the 
committee have chosen me to ta ke this part, as I think the sub-
ject deserves much better treatment than I can give it. 
You must all know tha t when you underta ke to give a his-
tory covering one hundred years in the short time we have a t our 
comma nd, it must of necessity be very incomple te. 
The town was na med for Gen . J ackson. 
The first men to move into town were Benj . Cates a nd his 
two sons, J a mes and J ohn . J ohn Cates cla ims to have felled the 
first tree in town on Lot 19. Near where Percy Cilley now lives . 
The first couple to be married in J ackson was N icholas H a m-
lin, who ca me from Gorha m, a.nd Deborah Cates. They were 
married by Elder J ohn Whitney. In those days a ll the minister 
received for performing the ceremony was the privilege of kiss ing 
the bride. Nowadays he wants a t the least one dolla r a nd a half 
a nd wants to kiss the bride, too, if she is good-looking. One of 
the first causes of the high cos t of living. 
The first child born in J ackson was Enoch, son of Nicholas 
a nd Deborah H a mlin. Dr. Knowles was called from Unity, 12 
miles away . H e came on horseback through the woods, in a 
very severe ra in storm, t o a ttend them. 
The first death to occur in J ackson was tha t of M rs. Abner 
Whitcomb in the year 1 8 05. 
The people lived mostly in Jog houses in those days. The 
first fra med house was built by Benj. H odgkins on Lot 29, near 
Geo. H asty 's . 
The first minister in J ackson was E lder J ohn Whitney. 
The first D octor in J ackson was August us S tiles, brother of 
Mark L. Stiles , Sr. Dr. Roberts had practiced in J ackson some 
years earlier, but he lived j u ·t over the line in the t own of Brooks. 
Mrs. J ohn Cates, sister of Dr. Roberts, was something of a doc-
tor and she used t o go long distances to a ttend t he sick. She 
was a la rge woman weighing 200 pounds. 
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TherE' is but little we can say about the inhabitants of Jack-
son along these years. They were an honest, industrious people, 
working hard to provide a home for themselves and fa milies. 
Always ready to give a helping hand when needed. One writer 
says, "If they had a hard job to do a nd needed help, a ll they had 
to do was to furnish a dinner and some-rum and they would a ll 
come." ·In 1815, when M ichael Heighton raised his barn, he 
furnished three gallons of rum to do it with. \ i\Then they got the 
body of the barn up the rum was all gone a nd the men refused to 
put on the roof until he got more rum. Tha t was the first Strike 
on record . 
The first settlers loca ted mostly in the western half of the 
township. 
In the year 1812, J ackson was organized as a plantation , a nd 
the Congregationa l Church of J ackson was organized the sa me 
year with Rev . Si las Warren, as its Pastor. Mr. Warren was 
born in Weston, Mass. , in 1767. Graduated a t H arvard Un i-
versity in 1795, a nd was ordained as Pastor of the J ackson and 
Brooks Church in 1812 . 
In 1812 , when J ackson was organized as a pla nta tion, there 
were about three hund red inhabitants. The first meeting of the 
planta tion was called on the 13th day of July, r812. I will rea d 
a copy of the first meeting of the planta tion. 
At a legal meeting of the inhabita nts of the J ackson planta-
tion qua lified by law to vote in pla nta tion affa irs holden on Mon-
day, t he 13th day of Jul y, A. D., 1812. The following business 
was tra nsacted, viz. : 
Nathan Page was chosen Moderator. 
Ezra Abbott was chosen Clerk. 
Voted to choose three Assessors. 
Natha n Page, Thomas Morton, Natha niel Knights, were 
chosen Assessors . 
Voted that the Assessors and Clerk be paid one dollar per 
day. J on a tha n L. Green agreed to collect the taxes for twelve 
cents on a dolla r. 
Daniel Clary was chosen Treasurer. 
Voted to ra ise forty dolla rs to defray planta tion expenses . 
Voted to ad journ to the 7th day of Sept. next . 
EZRA ABBOTT, Clerk. 
From the year r812 to t he year r8r8 we find no records a nd 
will pass over those years. In the yea r r8r8 the inhabitants of 
the J ackson plantation decided to petition the Genera l Court of 
the Commonwealt h of Massachusetts for an act of incorpora tion. 
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In Jun e, r8r8, such a n act was pa sed by the Senate a nd House 
of Rc r rcsenta tives, a ncl J ac k on was incorpora ted as the two 
hundred a nd twenty-n inth town in the State of Massachusetts. 
There were fift y-e ight famili es in town at this t itne. 
J ackson is now a n incorpora ted town with power to t ra nsact 
bu ·iness, bu t cannot do so as they have no organizat ion and no 
town officers to call a legal meeting . 
An application for a meeting was made to Bordma n J oh n-
son, a J usticc of the Peace, for the Cou nty of Han c ck, signe I by 
eight voters of the town of Jackson: J onatha n \\' right, Tho mas 
l\[orton, Ezekie:l T. Hatch, Henry D. Chase, Na thanie l C urtis, 
J ohn H . Boody, Portius Johnson, Cha rles Johnson . 
The \\·arrant was d irected to Jonathan \\ 'right, a free holder 
of the tO\Yn of Jackson, and was posted by him ca lling a meeti ng 
of the voters of said town of J ac kson to be holden a t the school-
house near Hen ry D. Chase's on Monday, July 3rd, at two 
o'clock P. l\1. 
At this meeting the following officers \\·e n' elected: Jonathan 
\\'right wa. elected l\1oderator. Bordman Johnson was elected 
Clerk. Ezra Abbott, Thomas Morton a nd Ezekie l T. Ha tch, 
Selectmen. Ezra Abbott, Trea;,urer; J ohn Rich, Constable . 
The town is now organized to do business lega ll y. 
This was two vea rs b fore Main e became a State, in 1820. 
The n umber of inliabitan t a t this time vYas 4 -o . The la rgest 
num ber the to\m ever had \\·as eight hundr cl a nd thirty-three 
i~ the year rS.so. In 1900 there \\·ere four hundred and thirty-
n me. 
The number of polls in town in r86o, the firs t year ,,.e have 
a n_ record in the lYigine Register, were one h uncl re I a nd ni net y-
si.· . Ef:tates, $ r62,84o.oo. In the year of 1904 the number of 
polls were one hundred a nd forty-two . The estate were 
$q6,]1.J.00. 
EDUCATION 
The schools of the town of J ackson ha ve been conducted 
mostly on the old district .-;·s tem. Since the law abolishing 
sc hool districts that had less tha n seven schola r , they have, by a 
vote of the town, ma in tained schools in those distr icts ra ther 
tha n to tra nsport the schola rs to other d is tricts. Our schools 
have, J think, been as good as the average school in the country 
towns. 
Sometime in t he years of 1840 or r 8so, Prof . Henry H . Boody 
tried ha rd to establish a permanent school of a higher grade in 
town, but the voters of th tO\Yn fa iled to give him their support 
a nd we fa iled to ge t the school. It would, perhaps, have made a 
great difference in the his tory of our town. 
After the Free High School law came into effect J ackson has 
for the greater part of the time ta ken adva ntage of tha t law, and 
vve have had some v ry profita ble terms of school. 
Among the scholars of the olden times who wished to get a 
higher education tha n our town schools could give ·them we find 
first on the list the na mes of Ezra Abbott, Jr. , Henry H. Boody 
and Samuel J ohnson. 
These three boys were ra ised in the same town, went to 
school in the same sc hoolhouse, a nd la ter entered the same col-
lege-Bowdoin. Ezra Abbott was a very studious boy . He 
knew his letters when he was nineteen months old. At five he 
was promoted into the first class in reading. He was so small 
tha t he had to sta nd upon the bench. 
I will give his biography as it was given a t the H a rvard Col-
lege M emorial Exercises : 
"Ezra Abbott, eldest child of Ezra a nd Phebe Abbott 
was born in J ackson, Wa ldo Co ., Maine, April 28th, 
1819. Was fitted for college a t Phill ips (Exeter) 
Academy; gradua ted a t Bowdoin College in 1840, a nd 
rece ived its degree of A. M . in 1843; removed to Cam-
bridge in 1847. After some time spent in teaching, in 
pursu ing priva te studies a nd in rendering service in the 
libraries of Harvard College and the Boston Atheneum, 
was appointed in 1856 Assista nt Libraria n of Harvard 
College ; a nd in 1872 Bussey Professor of NewTestament 
Criticism and Interpre tation in the Divinity School. 
"He was elected in 1852 a member of the American 
Orienta l Society, a nd from r853 its R ecording Secre-
ta ry ; in 186 r a member of the American Acade my of 
Arts a nd Sciences; in 1871 appointed University Lec-
turer on the T extua l Criticism of the N ew T esta ment; 
in the same year chosen a member of the New T esta-
ment Compa ny for the revision of our English Bible. 
H e was a lso a member of the Societ y of Biblical Litera-
ture a nd Exegecis a nd of the H arvard Biblical Club. 
"In 1861, he received from H arva rd College the hon-
orary degree of A.M .; in 1869 tha t of LL.D. from Ya le 
College, a nd the same from Bowdoin College in 1878; 
in 1872 from H arvard College tha t of L. T. D.; a nd he 
was tendered the degree of D.D. by the University of 
Edinburgh a t its recent tercentenary, but passed away 
before the el a te of the celebra tion. Mr. Abbott is said 
to have been the greatest scholar that America ever 
produced. He died a t his home in Cambridg at 5:30 
P. M., on Friday, March 21, 1884." 
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H enry H. Boody was born in J ackson, Nov. 8, r8r6. He 
gradua ted from Bowdoin College in the class of 1842. F or the 
next three years he was tutor in Greek. From 1845 to 1848 he 
was professor of E locution a nd instructor in Rhetoric ; and from 
1848 to 1854 he was professor of Rhetoric and Ora tory. Owing 
to a serious throat trouble he resigned and in 1859 moved to 
N ew York, where he has since made his home. 
For more than half a century he has been connected with the 
ba nking interests of tha t city, fir ·t with the firm of H. H. Boody 
& Company, a nd later with Boody, M cLellan & Company. 
After the Chicago, St. Pau l & F ond duLac R.R. Co. fa iled, 
the creditors adopted a p la n proposed by Prof. Boody which re-
sulted in the forma tion of the Chicago & Northwestern Ry. 
He was a lso active in the forma tion of the Union Pacific; the 
first subscriptions of stock for tha t co mpany being made in his 
office. 
Before going to New York to live Prof. Boody was, for a 
time, interes ted in politics in Ma ine, and it wa · through his. ef-
forts tha t the Republican party was organized in this state . In 
the fa ll of 1854, a fter resigning from the faculty of Bowdoin Col-
lege, Prof. Bood y was dected to the Sta te Legisla ture. About 
tha t time he went to Washington and became interested in the 
newly organized Republica n party. Returning to Maine he in-
teres ted General Sa muel Fes enden of Portla nd, in the new party, 
a nd when the legisla ture met the following J a nuary they found 
tha t 30 out of 31 senators a nd 114 out of ISI representa tives 
were ready to join . Soon a fter the first Republican Convention 
was called in the Sta te a nd the party became a power in State 
politics. 
Prof. Bood y died a t Brunswick, Maine, Sept . IO, 1912 . 
Samuel J ohnson entered Bowdoin College about the same 
time tha t the other two boys d id. After leaving college he set-
tled on his fa ther's fa rm in J ackson. He ta ught school fa ll a nd 
winters, and in my judgment, was one of the best teachers tha t 
ever ta ught in town. When the ta te F arm was first es tablished 
in the town of Orono, he was superintendent of the fa rm for sev-
eral years. M r. J ohnson la ter moved to Californ ia with his 
fa mily a nd d iecl there. 
Later, as we come clown through the years, we find the na me 
of William Sulliva n Pa ttee . 
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OBITUARY 
"Dean Will ia m Sulliva n Pattee, head of the College of 
Law, Univers ity of M innesota, since its inaugurat ion, 
died on April 5, after a protracted illness , at his res i-
dence, 1319 F ifth Street, Southeast. He was 65 years 
old. 
Dean Pattee was born in J ackson, \iVa ldo County, 
:Maine, Sept. 19, 1846. H e fitted for college at K ent's 
Hill a nd received the degree of A. B . at Bowdoin Col-
lege. Later he was awarded t he degree of A. M. 
H e became Superintendent of Schools of Brunswick, 
Maine, a pos ition he fi lled until he accepted the cha ir of 
Natura l Sciences in La ke Forest University. He went 
to Northfield, .M inn. , in 1874, where he taught in the 
H igh School. \i\Thile in this capaci ty he began the study 
of law and vvas admitted to t he ba r, June 28, I 878. 
Jn r 884 he was elected to the Legisla ture by the Re-
publica n. and four year later, in r888, was appointed 
D ean of the new law school of the University of M inn-
eso ta , a position he had held cont inuously ince. H e 
was ma rried in Plymouth, Maine, Nov. 30, r871, to 
Julia E. Tuttle. H e is survived by his wife, one daugh -
ter, M rs . E . W. Evanson, Spoka ne, Wash., and by two 
sons, Carl S . Pa ttee, Britton , S. D., a nd R . S . Pattee, 
Scanlon, .M inn. 
D ean Pa ttee was the author of the following works: 
"Illustrative Cases in Contracts ;" "Illustra tive 
Cases in Equ ity;" "Illustrative Cases in Personality; " 
" Illustra tive Cases in Realty;" "Elements of Realty 
and "Elements of Equity ." 
J oh n F. Downey, Dean of the College of Science, Litera -
t ure and the Arts of the U niversity, said of him: 
" I had associated w ith Dean Pattee ever since he came to 
the University of Minneso ta . He had a lways been a ma n of 
high ideals, in matters both of law and of life . The addre.·ses he 
gave to the law students at the opening of the Univers ity ever y 
year had held up to the prospective lawyers higher principles 
tha n merely winning cases . This had made the teaching of law 
to these men all the more effective. 
"His students, as judges and lead ing attorneys in ma ny 
parts of the State and beyond , are exem pl ify ing the hig h order 
of instruction given them a nd the high idea ls held before them. 
All of his associates among the facu lty of the University had for 
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him the highest respect. He had a lways been personally agree-
able, easily approachable and ready to co-operate in anything 
tha t told for the highes t interes ts of the University and commun-
ity . 
"The passing of so exce llent and companionable a ma n oc-
cas ions great sorrow." 
Another na me tha t we find is tha t of David Augustus Boody. 
H e fitted for college at Andover, Mass., but having trouble with 
his eyes he gave up t he college course a nd took law. Later he 
went to New York a nd became connected with the firm of Boody 
McLellan & Co., Bankers. Some years la ter he was elected to 
Congress, but res igned his sea t to become Mayor of Brooklyn, 
New York. 
During his term of office as Mayor, Mr. Boody was instru-
menta l in establishing a syste m of Free Libraries . It was, I 
think, the mos t satisfactory act of his life. H e s till has the 
management of the whole system. Mr. Boody is present and 
will speak to us today. 
Cassius C. Roberts was ano ther of the J ackson boys . H e 
is now in Chicago holding a responsible pos it ion there. 
The las t boy to enter Bowdoin College from the town of 
J ackson was Phillips Boody. He graduated in the year rgo6, 
with honors to himself and to his native town. He taught in 
different schools in the State until rgo8, when he took a position 
a t Kent' s Hill as Prof. of English and is now there. 
As we come on down to la ter years we find the names of a 
number of our boys who went to the Un iversity of Maine, Orono . 
There were three who went a t about the same time, Charles 
Putnam and Ches ter vVallace , who took Civil Engineering, and 
vValter Croxford, who took M echan ical Engineering. Putnam 
and \iVa llace a re s till holding good positions in Massachuse tts, 
a nd Croxford is now forema n in the draughting room of the Gen-
era l E lec tric Company in Schenectady, N ew York. 
A few years la ter Percy A. Hasty took the law course, and is 
now a practicing attorney in Dexter, Maine. 
Robert S tiles is now attending school at the University of 
M a ine . 
Hundreds of our boys and girls have taken advantage of our 
town schools, the Sta te Normal school, and of the different 
schools a round us to get a good practical education, a nd have 
made good use of it, a nd have been an honor to the town. 
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DOCTORS 
The first practising Physicia n in town was Augustus Stiles, 
brother of Mark L. Stiles, Sr. 
La ter there was Alfred W. Rich, who was a lso a model 
farmer. 
Albert Libby practised for some years in the town of Brooks 
and then went West. 
Nor man Cook is now practising in Brooks a nd has a la rge 
practise. 
Asa Twitchell , a nother J ackson boy, has been located in 
Old Town for many years. 
The religious teachings in J ackson have a lways been good . 
For a great many years there were three denominations in town: 
Congregationalist, Methodist and Free W ill Baptist . The Con-
gregationalist until this church was built held their meetings in 
the old log schoolhouse . The M ethodist held their meetings in 
the schoolhouse in the Clary district . I remember one of the 
ministers tha t used to preach there years ago. We boys used to 
think he was ra ther lengthy in his sermons. He would commence 
a t firstly and sometimes would go up to twentie thly-rather hard 
on us boys. Quite a la rge per cent. of the nice-looking girl s in 
town attended tha t church a nd for that reason they had a fu ll 
house . 
The Baptist people used to hold their meetings in the Stiles 
schoolhouse years ago, but in the year 1896, they built a fine 
church a t the village . 
MINISTE RS 
When I think of the number of men we, as a town a nd church 
have sent out into the world to preach the Gospel, and com pare 
them with those who have chosen other professions, the q uestion 
a rises have we done our whole duty as a town a nd church. 
The ,first J ackson boy tha t I know of to fit himself for the 
ministry was J ohn Wright. 
Mr. W right, after graduating a t the Theological school a t 
Bangor, preached for a number of years in the town of Burling-
ton, M aine. During the war of the Rebellion he enlisted as 
chapla in a nd was there a number of years. He was t hought very 
highly of by the soldiers. He lost his horse while in the army a nd 
the boys bought him another one . When he came home he 
brought the horse with him. Sometime after returning from the 
war he, with his fami ly, went to Massachuse tts, a nd died ther e 
Mr. Wright was one of the most pleasant men I ever knew. 
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David Brackett entered the ministry a t midd le life, a nd is 
still preaching. M r. Brackett is very highly esteemed by people 
of all denomina tions. I suppose tha t he has married more peo-
ple and a t tended more funerals tha n any minister in the county . 
M r. Bracket t's wife was Harriett Page and she has been a grea t 
help to him in his work. 
F riend T asker , from the east part of the town, entered the 
m inist ry in the F ree Baptist Society . His health was very poor 
but he continued to preach as long as his strength lasted . H e 
was much respected by his people. He died some years ago. 
His wife a lso was a Page . 
Isaac Deering, an old residen t of the town, preached part of 
the t ime. Uncle Isaac was very fa milia r wi th the Bible. He 
could repeat from memory a la rge part of it. He thought a grea t 
deal of a ttending t he Quarterly Meetings, but in the last years of 
his life his children thought it was not prudent for him to a ttend 
t hem on account of his age . " \i\Tell ," he said , "wha t is the use of 
hav ing a Quarterly Meeting if you don't go." 
\ i\Tillia m J ohnson, son of Cyrus J ohnson, was born in I 834. 
H e is now preaching in Ca lifornia. His mother was a Page. I 
think t here must have been a stra in of pure blood in the Page 
fa mily . 
Rev . Fra nk S. Doll iff was born in the town of M onroe, bu t 
he has lived a la rge pa rt of his life in J ackson, a nd we cla im him 
as a na t ive born . H e received his ed uca tion in the town schools, 
t he F ree High school, Cast ine N orma l, and the Coburn Classi-
cal school. He grad ua ted a t the Ba ngor Theological School in 
I 892, a nd was P as tor of the J ackson and Brooks Congregational 
Church for n ine years, and was Pastor of the Congrega tional 
Church of I sland Falls, Ma ine, five years . On account of poor 
healt h , he moved onto his fa rm in J ackson . He is a t the present 
t ime Su perv isor of our town schools. 
Henry Wright intended to enter the m1mstry. After a t-
tend ing scho9l a t the Ha mpden Academy for a number of terms, 
he entered t he Theological School a t Ba ngor, but was obliged to 
leave t he school a nd go home to care for his fa ther and mother. 
W hat t he church lost in a minister, the town gained in a cit izen. 
IN DUSTRIES 
T he town of J ackson has a lways been la rgely agricultura l. 
Some years ago t here were five mills in town manufacturing long 
a nd short lumber. 
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Sa muel Hadley built a sawmill, shingle mi ll and carding 
mill on the Hadley strea m. The sawmill is now owned by Boyd 
& Durha m. The shingle mill a nd card ing mill have been taken 
down. 
At the village there was the Peter Moul ton saw mi ll a nd the 
J. H. Cook shingle mill on the stream wes t of the v illage , a nd 
I. G . Ricker had a sawmill on the east st ream. J. H. Cook was 
said to make the bes t shingles of a ny ma n be tween t he two rivers . 
The Moulton mill is now owned by Ar t hur E llis, of J ackson. 
Natha n Dav is ma nufact ured ca rriages in town fo r ma ny 
years . He was a first-class workma n. 
G.eo. W. 'vVallace a lso buil t carriage . 
At the present time J. M . Larra bee, E. R . Page a nd J esse 
Littlefield are doing carriage a nd b lacksmith work. Alber t 
Curtis, horseshoer. 
Harrison Stevens, ma nufac t urer of robes a nd gloves. 
The la test indust ry of t he town is our creamery, s ituated at 
the v illage and opera ted by the T urner Center Creamery Asso-
cia tion. It is a great help to t he fa rmers in town. 
Another industry just started is the ma nu facturing of apple 
ba rrels by Arthur E llis . 
POST OFFICE 
For ma ny years t here was only one pos t-office in town, s itu-
a ted in the center of t he town, opposite the chu rch . In afte r 
yea rs there was a bra nch offi ce estab lished a t the v illage. 
The first Postmas ter tha t I have a ny record of was Ur ia h 
\iVarren. He was a shoema ker a nd lived opposite the church 
where Vv. E. Warren now lives . He worked in a shop that stood 
under t he old butternu t t ree , qu ite near t he road, a nd the pos t-
offi ce was in t ha t shop. T here will be a poem read here, writ te n 
by E ras tus J ohnson, tha t will give you a very good idea of M r. 
'vVarren 's life a nd dea th. This office was kept by the \Van·en 
fa mily for ma ny year . Mrs. M ary Warren was pos tmist ress 
when t he Rura l Delivery law took effect , a nd the office was abol-
ished. C. H . Gatc hell was postmaster a t the v ill age . 
The first mail was carried on horseback. La ter there wer 
stage lines running from J ackson to Belfas t, a lso from J ackson to 
Bangor . The ma il was carried over these routes by I. G . R icker , 
David Boody , Daniel Carl ton, a nd others . After t he Belfast 
bra nch of the M. C. Ra ilroad was buil t t he ma il was delivered a t 
Brooks. J apleth Grant carr ied a da ily ma il from Brooks to 
J ackson nineteen years, until t he post -offi ce was abolished. The 
mail is now brought to our doors by the R. F . D. 
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With the coming of the Rural Delivery and the T elephone, 
the country towns and more isola ted communities a re brought 
into a closer touch with the world. Almost every fa mily ta kes a 
daily paper a nd they a re about as well-posted on the current 
events as those of the cities and larger towns. 
STORES 
The first store in town was kept by John Davis in the end of 
the long shed on the Great Farm in the year r8ro . La ter we 
find the na mes of Edmond C hase, I. G . Ricker, J. G. Cook, M r. 
H obert, John Maddocks, E li Cook a nd Luther H awes, as traders 
in town. One day one of Mr. Hawes' customers came in a nd 
called for some good tea. "0, no sir, I haven't got a ny tea, but I 
have got some fine black snuff." At present our traders in t own 
are J. M. Larrabee, Leslie Bickford and Levi Stevens. Mr. 
Stevens' business is on the gain, I think, as he has just ta ken a 
new wife as a business partner. 
SOLDIERS 
The citizens of J ackson, at the time of the 'vVar of the Rebel-
lion, were ready to do their part in carrying on the war, and sent 
a la rge number of men to the front. 
In looking up the records a t the Adjutant General' s office I 
find tha t ninety-one men enlisted from J ackson. About fift y 
per cent. of the available men of the town. 
SECRET SOCIETIES 
Years ago there was the order of the Sons of T empera nce ; 
la ter the order of Good T emplars . 
The Star of Progress Grange was orga nized in r 874 ; the first 
Master was Da niel Gould , the present Master is Lawrence Cook. 
The membership has been from sixty to one hundred . There is 
a lso a T ent of Maccabees in town . 
Now, friends, what are we to say of the hundreds of men a nd 
women who have lived a nd died in our town in years past, who 
perhaps have not had so many advantages as those a lready 
spoken of. Although they were an industrious, hard-working 
people, try ing hard to give their children good educations a nd a 
better chance in life than they themselves had, there \vere a mong 
them some very bright, keen-minded men who thoroughly under-
stood most of the great questions of the day, and who, perha ps, 
have done as much honor to their native town as those more 
favored . 
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I wish I might name each one separa tely, but time will not 
permit me to do so. God grant tha t the next century may raise 
up as intelligent, God-fearing a people, as the century just passed 
has done. 
REMINISCENCES 
When the Proprietors divided the town into lots they re-
served a parcel of la nd in the center of the town one mile square , 
which was to be a summer residence for themselves a nd a Model 
Farm for the surrounding towns. The buildings were up-to-da te 
for those times. The house was a large two-story build ing-a 
real castle-the rooms were very high-posted, with a long wind-
ing sta irway leading to the roof, with a look-out outside. There 
were three large barns with a ll necessary out-buildings. The 
bricks to build the la rge chimneys were shipped from Boston to 
Belfast by wa ter a nd ha uled from there to J ackso n by ox teams 
through the woods. They kept a ll kinds of stock, the bes t tha t 
money could buy a t tha t time. They were breeders of horses a nd 
mules to quite a la rge extent. 
Did you ever hear about the donkey tha t went to church ? 
In those days the meetings were held in the old log sc hool-
house just below the Great Farm. One warm, bright summer 
morning, the old schoolhouse was well fill ed. The windows were 
a ll open a nd the minister had gone through with the opening exer-
cises a nd had got well warmed up on his subj ect of future p un-
ishment a nd was telling his hearers how at that las t day the 
trumpet would be sounded and how they would have to give in 
their accounts. Just a t that time one of those donkeys had 
strayed down across the brook , a nd looking in a t one of the win-
dows, gave one of those brays that no other creature on earth or 
under earth can ma ke. 
The speaker stopped , the men jumped up, ·the women 
screamed, and the boys went out through the windows on the 
opposite side of the house. It was said that in closing the meet-
ing the minister didn't even stop to pronounce the bened ic tion. 
The proprietors when they came down for the summer 
brought their coach and four with them . The carriages of those 
early days were very diffe ren t from the Autos of to-day. They 
thought when they got to the two-wheeled chaise there wou ld 
never be anything better than that. 
Speaking of the two-wheeled chaise brings to mind a little 
incident tha t happened to a you ng couple of J ackson who were 
going to get married. After the ceremony was performed they 
went out for a walk a nd in the yard stood a two-wheeled cha ise 
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with thills resting on the fence. They thought that would be a 
nice place to sit a nd rest a nd ta lk over their plans for the future, 
so they got in to the S hay and sat down with a long-drawn breath 
of satisfaction. As they leaned back in the seat up went the 
thills of the Shay a nd they went completely over and had to call 
for help t o get out. The young man said he never knew before 
how uncertain things were in this world . 
·what changes one hundred years brings about. On the 
farm of H. E . Chase, near the road, stands an elm tree tha t when 
H enry D. C hase was clearing the land about one hundred years 
ago, was a very small sapling, and in ha uling the logs together to 
burn they scraped t he bark from it and left it to die. It now 
measures fourteen feet around the trunk. 
But I must close or you will be like t he story tha t Lew Bar-
ker used to tell. 
At a prayer meeting one night the ood deacon had prayed for 
every one from the President down and was going back over the 
same ground again , when the minister said , " H adn't you better 
bring your prayer to a peak, deacon ?" 
In clos ing it is my most earnest desire tha t the boys and girls 
who may go out from our town during the next century may 
exert such a n influence tha t the whole world feel to tha nk God 
tha t t his town a nd church ever existed . 
I thank you. 

